REVIEWS

Textbooks and Schooling in the
United States, by David L. Elliott
and Arthur Woodward (Eds.) Chi-
cago, IL: University of Chicago
Press 1990, 246 pp. (ISSN: 0077-
5762).

This book contains an edited
collection of 14 chapters, compiled
as the 89th Yearbook of The Na-
tional Society for the Study of Edu-
cation. |t is the Society’s second
Yearbook to examine the develop-
ment of textbooks and instructional
materials in the United States. In
1931, about 60 years ago, the
Society’s 30th Yearbook was the
first to address issues related to
textbooks used Iin American
schools. In this current book, an
outstanding set of authors discuss
the history, research, and status of
elementary and secondary school
textbooks. '

The first section of the book is
composed of chapters on the publi-
cation of textbooks during the 1930
to 1950 Progressive era and the
1950 to 1980 Postwar era. The
nature of the textbook industry, as
well as the changes that emerged

are documented for each era. Also,
 the curriculum reform movements
are discussed in relation to the
textbook industry having the capa-
bility to lead both the development
of curriculum and textbooks.

At the conclusion of the Progres-
sive era it is apparent that text-
books did not direct school curricu-
lum, they only reflected it. Toward
the era of the Postwar era, the
industry had control over the devel-
opment of multigrade level text-
books in various subject areas. So,
in the decades of 1970 and 1980
textbooks did guide teacher initia-
tive and creativity in planning. They
grew in size, improved in aesthetic
appeal and satisfied a wide range
of influences. The content changed
to include the representation of
minorities, women, the handi-
capped, and the aged. Other influ-
ences targeted the authors’ and the
publishers’ use of research on vo-
cabulary and readability levels. The

application of research findings to

produce textbooks to minimize
students’ reading difficulties be-
came a major concern. The impor-
tance of knowing which research
findings to use, and when and how
to use them did present a problem.
Textbook development and pro-
duction are explained in the second
section of the book titled, "The
Textbook Industry." Some of the
chapters in this section elaborate
on the need to create quality in-
structional resources. Also, an
emphasis is placed on training
teachers to use textbooks to en-
hance student learning and conduct
research on how different students
learn best from textbooks.
There is the sentiment in Chap-

a catalyst for improving instruction,
teaching practices, classroom man-
agement, and homework. This
provident idea is aligned with the
notion of using new computer tech-
nology and software to revolution-
ize textbook publishing. In addi-
tion, the reader is made aware in
Chapter 7 that most innovative
trends and novel ideas start with
the small publishers. Since they
have a history of fulfilling the need
to market new and unproven text-
books.

Whether publishers are large or
small, they have the responsibility
of holding textbook authors ac-
countable for the quality of text-
books. Several ways to ensure
quality are recommended in Chap-
ter 8. ltrefers to: 1. giving greater
attention to evaluating textbooks,
2. helping teachers learn how to
evaluate textbooks, and 3. conduct-
ing reviews of textbooks by aca-
demic colleagues. -

A multitude of societal elements
and other controlling factors are
discussed in the third section of the
book. It is evident throughout the
four chapters in this section that
publishers, authors, school board
members, textbook committee
members, teachers, and parents alt
have conflicting priorities. The
chapters focus on an array of prob-
lems publishers have with the forc-
es of marketing, controversial con-
tent, and pressure groups. Plus,

there is the textbook adoption pro-
cess which is often complicated by
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ter 6 that textbooks could become
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a lack of unitformity and consistency
in school districts located through-
out the United States.

Lastly, the fourth section consists
of two chapters that motivate the
reader to think in terms of the fu-
ture. Computer-based textbooks
are introduced as a new approach
for publishers to consider. Through
this approach teachers would have
computerized teleconferences to
discuss and compare the organiza-
tion of curriculum, student achieve-
ment, and lesson planning. Their
classroom practices and skill devel-
opment on the use of textbook
materials would be shared with
other colleagues via the computer.
These concluding ideas leave the
reader with the impression that
textbooks shall continue to be use-
ful objects. Furthermore, they will
remain even as our educators re-
form the curriculum and develop
new technologies.
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