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the left-hand photograph to the one on the right, sixty-
nineyears have gone by. My hesitation to write was overcome
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when an Apollo astronaut, guest speaker at our pilots' reunion,
with a firm hand on my shoulder, told me, “Coming
generations need to hear your personal stories surrounding the
defeat of the Nazis.” From the 1940 inception of General de
Gaulle's forces in England to the cockpit of my P-47
Thunderbolt five years later over Pointe de Grave, then back to
Southeast Asia for tiger hunts, my translator calls it
“cliffhanger nonfiction.” Wow, [ guess it is.
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