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Textbook research benefits students

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: JOHN WAKEFIELD

TAA President John Wakefield
talks about his recent trip to
Santiago, Chile.

Please see TEXTY
Page 8

TAA awards seven Textys,
three McGuffeys

    Seven textbooks have been selected for 2006
Textbook Excellence Awards (Textys) and three
textbooks have been selected for 2006 William
Holmes McGuffey Awards (McGuffeys) in
2006, TAA announced.
    Two textbooks, Criminology, A Sociological
Approach, by Steve F. Barkan, and Criminal
Justice: Mainstream & Crosscurrents, by John
R. Fuller, tied for the college level humanities/
social sciences Texty. All the winners were
college level.
    The Texty winners:
•Steve F. Barkan, Criminology, A Sociological
Approach, (Pearson/Prentice Hall Publishing)
John R. Fuller, Criminal Justice: Mainstream
& Crosscurrents (Pearson Prentice Hall
Publishing)
•Karen Timberlake, Basic Chemistry
(Benjamin Cummings/Pearson Education)
Maureen Burton and Ray Lombra, The
Financial System and the Economy: Principles of
Money and Banking (Thomson/South-Western)
William Stallings, Computer Organization
and Architecture (Prentice-Hall)
•Barbara Waxer and Marsha Baum, Internet
Surf and Turf – Revealed: The Essential Guide
to Copyright, Fair Use, Finding Media,
(Thomson Course Technology)
•Dr. Laura Taalman, Integrated Calculus:
Calculus With Precalculus and Algebra
(Houghton Mifflin Company)
      The McGuffey winners:
•Thalia Dorwick, (and inactive authors: Marty
Knorre, Ana Maria Perez Girones, William
Glass, Hildebrando Villarreal) Puntos de
partida: An Invitation to Spanish, 7th edition
(McGraw-Hill Higher Education)
•Ron Larson, Bob Hostetler and Bruce
Edwards Calculus, 8th edition (Larson Texts,
Inc; Houghton Mifflin)
 •Ann McHoes, Understanding Operating
Systems, 4th edition (Thomson Course
Technology)
    The awards will be presented at the annual
TAA awards banquet July 7 in Orlando, Florida
during the TAA Convention. Each author,

    As president of TAA, I participated in
the International Seminar on Textbooks in
Santiago, Chile, April 19 to 21. The seminar
was organized by the Chilean Ministry of
Education, and scholars attended from
around the world, often through support of
their embassies. A grant from the U.S.
Department of State allowed me to present
two papers as president of TAA, but they
were reports rather than research papers.
Textbook researchers are active in Norway,
Australia, and other countries, but while
listening to several research-based presenta-
tions, none of which came from the United
States, I had to ask myself, “Why not US?”
    I mentioned to my audience at the last
session of the conference that they had
heard no research on textbooks from the
United States because, regrettably, US
universities do not fund textbook research.
The data that I was providing about
textbook usage was from two studies
conducted by the U.S. Department of
Education. This explanation was sufficient
to introduce the topic of my presentation
(textbook usage in U.S. history), but again,
it led me to wonder “why not us?”
    Probably my own experience seeking a
small, internal grant to evaluate a textbook
draft is a good point of departure for an
analysis of the problem. Some years ago, I
wanted to administer a standardized test in
the college subject and class for which I was
writing a textbook, and I went before the
university research committee with a
request for funding to pay for the test and
make revisions in the draft. My request was
politely denied because in general, textbooks
were not viewed as “a legitimate subject of
research” by my some of my peers. I
protested, and presented an appeal to the
committee in person, with a printout of
over 100 articles and papers listed by ERIC
as textbook research. My appeal was
denied. Textbooks might be a subject of
legitimate research, it was conceded, but
universities should not financially support
it. Perhaps, I was told, I could apply to the
publisher for funds to support my project,
since the publisher and I would be the
primary beneficiaries.
    Really? What happened to the students?
I dropped the issue, just as others have
probably done when faced with a consensus
opposed to a proposal. Today, the situation
is unchanged in the United States. I believe
that the real reason that universities do not

fund textbook research has to do with the
question: “To whose advantage is it?” The
assumption that textbook research only
benefits publishers and authors is a false
one, however, because it also benefits
students and society. We should not shy
away from this moral question; we should
embrace it and explore it more thoroughly
than those who are opposed to funding
textbook research. Funded textbook research
is not done here in the United States, but if
we look around us, we’ll see that it is being
done elsewhere, because other countries
have recognized that quality textbooks
benefit students and society, not just
publishers and authors.
    As president of TAA, my plan is to
respond in two ways. One is to help us
become more aware of textbook research.
Beginning this fall, I plan to review books
for The Academic Author that offer research-
based suggestions for textbook develop-
ment. My plan is to begin with a U.S. book
(with a U.K. publisher), Textbooks for
learning, by Chambliss and Calfee, a review
copy of which sits on my desk. This 1998
book proposed significant reforms to the
textbook development process at least in
part based on what educational psycholo-
gists have discovered about how children
learn. I also want to review international
perspectives on textbook research. Norway

Please see WAKEFIELD
Page  7



 The Academic Author is a digest of coverage on the Text and Academic Authors web site (www.TAAonline.net).  Published by the Text and Academic
Authors Association Inc. Telephone: (727) 563-0020.  John Wakefield, president.  Richard T Hull, executive director. Kim Pawlak, editor. Paula
Heimbecker, production editor.   POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Text and Academic Authors, P.O. Box 76477, St. Petersburg, FL 33734-
6477.

                                            The Academic AuthorPage 2                   June 2006

NEWS HIGHLIGHTS

TAA Executive Director
Richard T. Hull

NEWS, NOTES FROM RICHARD T. HULL, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Please see HULL
page 7

    I am now on the eve of the start of my
tenth month in this position, and have begun
to collect my thoughts for our next newslet-
ter. It has been an extraordinary year for me,
with a big growth curve, simultaneously
learning what TAA is and trying to make it
realize its potential even better.
    I’d like to summarize some of the things
I’ve tried –– we’ve tried –– this year, and
invite readers to give some feedback on how
successful those efforts have been.
    First off, one of my problems as a new
member was knowing what the organization
was really about: what were its issues, its
passions, its stumbles, its shining achieve-
ments, who had been its founders, its
leaders, its inspirational and inspired
employees. There is enough of the historian
in me to suspect that I needed a bigger dose
of its history than what a passing conversa-
tion with this or that staff or Council
member might disclose. So I turned to the
newsletters: originally titled, TAA Report,
more recently named The Academic Author.
But I really had to scrounge to find copies of
all the back issues, and ended up contacting a
number of the long-term members to borrow
their copies. Then the question was, how to
make them available to others who might
want to see what had happened over the
years. The result is our archive, in the
member’s area of the website, where all (I
think!) past issues can be read with the help
of an issue-by-issue table of contents
(created by Tammy Seidick, our web person,
who found time to put all of that up on our
website while involved in another productive
effort that resulted in the birth last week of
her son, Daniel Edward Seidick! Congratula-
tions, Tammy! Welcome, Daniel Edward!)
    The big issue that the Council handed me
at the outset was stabilizing and building
membership. Membership in TAA is crucial
to its financial health. We are able to apply
for a portion of reprographic funds, chiefly
from European nations, that result from
copying of copyrighted material by foreign
scholars. Our portion is determined by the
number of our members, divided between
textbook authors and authors of other
academic materials. Tara Gray, known to
many of you as the wonderful writing
workshop leader whose “Publish and
Flourish” workshop inspires so many of us
to regular, daily writing and increased
productivity, routinely includes membership
in TAA for her workshop participants.
While you might think this is solely for
TAA’s benefit, in fact it constitutes her
commitment to your continued success, by
giving you access to the members’ portal of
our website and to the other services TAA
offers its members.

    What are those services? Truly an
incredible list! With TAA you can get free
advice on negotiating a book contract. You
can be steered to expert royalty statement
auditing should you have suspicions about
the honesty of your publisher. You can find
workshops on topics ranging from tax tips
for authors to nurturing author/publisher
relations to planning your revised edition
while the first edition is still in press, to
utilizing technology to widen your options
for publishing. You have access to a first-
rate annual convention, held in an interesting
city with many attractions for your family.
If you have to initiate a lawsuit to defend
your copyright, TAA may even make you a
loan to help cover your expenses.
    One new service that TAA is offering is
weblogs, for members and anyone, where
questions can be asked and answered about
writing issues. A most interesting thread
that spontaneously emerged this year was
whether an author ought to incorporate: the
tax pros and cons of becoming a corpora-
tion. Another theme that seems to be a
perennial one is writer’s block: dealing with
the (hopefully temporary) problem of being
unable to get words to flow onto the paper.
And a third issue that seems to have
sparked a bit of interest is the possibility of
TAA audio materials, called Podcasts, being
made available on topics such as copyright
issues and other subjects covered in our
annual conventions, even refresher
workshops.
    Are you having trouble getting that
manuscript just right for a potential
publisher? Consider hiring one of our
advertisers who does copy editing for a
modest fee. Can’t get a publisher to notice
your manuscript? Consider one of our
advertising literary agents. These individuals
give enormous amounts of advice in the
hopes that you will find them useful
extensions of your own creative prowess.
    That is all very well, but why would you
want to remain a member after your initial
membership expires? That is a key
question, about which I have pondered
many hours. Curiosity about the organiza-
tion aside, why should anyone remain in it?
    Put this way, we are prompted to look
for, and to create, reasons for your staying.
    Foremost, TAA is a professional
development organization, offering the
opportunity to consult with others who
have “been there” on the many writing
projects that constitute and complicate
professional academic life. How do you turn
a graduate (or even undergraduate) term

paper into a publishable article? What is the
difference between writing as a student (hint: you
are trying to show something about yourself) and
as an academic (second hint: you are trying to
show something about your subject)? How do
you complete a big project like a dissertation,
defending in accordance with a schedule that is
imposed by the job market? How do you
compose a compelling case for being hired?
Promoted? Tenured? How do you divide up a
dissertation into a series of articles? Should you?
How do you deal with seemingly dismissive and
devastating criticism by a journal reviewer or
editor? How do you “read” an editor’s comments
to get at what is valuable advice? What are editors
looking for? What distinguishes those 10, 15- or
20 percent of submissions that are published from
the rest that are not? How do you write a grant
that falls into the fundable category, predictably
and reliably?
    We have come to the conclusion that one
important service TAA can offer to its first-year
members is an opportunity for a follow-up
workshop that allows them to revisit these kinds
of questions with another experienced presenter,
and we will soon be writing to schools where Tara
Gray’s workshops have been presented in
preceding months to offer a second workshop that
draws and builds on the experiences her Publish
and Flourish workshop have evoked. Robert
Ginsberg, author of some 200 articles, author and
editor of over 30 books, and long-time editor of
journals and book series, will be offering the new
workshop.
    But in addition to that follow-up workshop, we

Discover all the member services TAA has to offer
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NOTABLE AUTHOR: CHARLES S. WILLIAMS

Author destined for a career in physical education

Physical education author Charles
S. Williams’ award-winning
textbook on personal fitness has
evolved into a personal program
for a healthy lifestyle used nation-
wide.

                    By Kim Seidel

    The award-winning texts that Charles S.
Williams has co-authored have become
more than books for young students.
Personal Fitness: Looking Good/Feeling
Good has evolved into a personal program
for a healthy lifestyle used nationwide.
The program also has been adopted by the
Department of Defense for use in their
school system in Asia and Europe. The
program includes student and teacher
editions, student activity handbook,
teacher resource CD, test bank CD and
DVD of videos.
    Williams was honored with the 2005
“Texty” Textbook Excellence Award by the
Text and Academic Authors Association.
He also received the William Holmes
McGuffey Longevity Award by TAA in
2005.
    Personal Fitness: Looking Good/Feeling
Good was first published in 1986 by
Kendall/Hunt Publishing Company,
Dubuque, Iowa, along with the Personal
Fitness: Looking Good/Feeling Good
Activity Handbook. He co-authored these
textbooks with Emmanouel Harageones,
Dewayne Johnson and Charles Smith.
     It proved to be just the beginning: as
Williams told publishers, he envisioned
that Personal Fitness: Looking Good/
Feeling Good would have a 20-year run.
The 5th editions came out in 2005.
    With more projects for Personal
Fitness: Looking Good/Feeling Good in
the works, including a CD program with
supplementary activities for teachers, it
appears the textbook and accompanying
materials have a long life ahead. In light of
the obesity epidemic in children, the
program can have a far reach into the
future to help make a positive difference. A
Spanish edition of the Personal Fitness
workbook and glossary was published in
2005 to meet the needs of Spanish-
speaking students in the classrooms.
    Personal Fitness wasn’t Williams’ first
venture into textbook writing; he’s been
writing textbooks for more than 30 years.
His first effort was Fitness: A Way of Life,
published in 1975 by Kendall/Hunt
Publishing Co. A second edition came out
in 1977. He co-authored the project with
Clancy Moore and Alan Moore.
    “A past, immediate supervisor wanted
me to co-author the book with him, as he
encouraged me, a young professor to
publish,” said Williams, of how he got his
start. “I also took photos and drew/created
Indian ink drawings, drawings that
duplicated well and were permanent so
each drawing had to be perfect for the first
textbook with which I was involved.”
    At the time, he was a new instructor at

the University of Florida, Gainsville, in the
Department of General Physical Education.
He worked his way up the ranks at the
University of Florida over many years.
Today he serves at the University of Florida
as senior associate dean in the College of
Health and Human Performance.
    Williams seemed destined for a career in
physical education. “I’m originally from
Kentucky, and if you couldn’t dribble a
basketball by the time you were six, you
weren’t going to be anything,” said
Williams. “I wanted to be a basketball
coach, but my department chair at Western
Kentucky University told me I should focus
on being an educator.”
    Through a federal project, Williams was
sent to Florida to teach at an all-black
student school. He was the first white
person to teach at the school. He saw the
difference he could make in lives through
teaching, and he committed his life to
education.
    Education is important to his family. His
mother was a teacher as well, working in a
one-room schoolhouse and riding to her job
on horseback. Williams’ wife, Linda, was
named Teacher of the Year in Florida, for her
accomplishments at Fort Clark Middle
School in Gainesville. Their daughter,
Lunetta, earned her doctorate degree and
teaches at the University of North Florida.
Their son, Chris, is in his final year in the
doctorate program for mechanical engineer-
ing at Georgia Tech and plans on becoming a
college professor.
    A national model today, Personal Fitness:
Looking Good/Feeling Good, began as a
plan for a statewide course curriculum for
middle and high school students. “Initially,
there was no plan to write a textbook but
the course generated a need,” he said. “I
noted where there was a high demand and
weighed the need as well as the time that I
was going to invest.”
    At one time, physical fitness held a
negative connotation. Now it’s a desirable
goal for all ages. “Through the program, we
want children to be physically active to the
best of their ability, not according to what
other children are doing,” said Williams. The
program also teaches students goal setting
and leadership skills. The combination of
classroom discussions and lab work, where
the children engage in physical activities,
best guarantee the positive benefits of
Personal Fitness.
    Williams most enjoys writing his
textbook materials at his home in Florida.
He makes time to write during nights,
weekends and holidays.
    “Home has been a comfortable, support-
ive environment for me to write,” he said. “I
am still able to be involved with the family
while writing at home. Additionally, I did

not want to complete work at the university and
use university time and resources in completing a
textbook.”
Williams provides the following tips on writing a
textbook:
    • Develop an outline.
    • Start out organized with file folders for each
chapter that includes research articles and
pictures.
    • Research the market and review the competi-
tion.
    • Note the excellent characteristics of all of the
competition and exceed those characteristics.
    • Start writing the easiest chapter, not
necessarily the first chapter.
    • Keep pen and paper by your bed to note
ideas at night.
    • If there are co-authors of the project, set
together specifications as to how to submit
material, including margins, word processing
software and font. Also establish a schedule of
deadlines.
    Williams touts the benefits of joining TAA and
attending the conferences. “Information gained at
these conferences would have saved me a lot of
trial and error experiences and saved me time,” he
said. “The presentations at the conference were
fantastic and would help all authors at any stage
of their writing.”

  TAA weblogs:

  • TAA Executive Director Richard T. Hull
  • Members-only
  • Text and Academic Authoring

 Join the dialogue at: www.TAAonline.net
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            By Tim Lougheed

    The best university textbooks have a
magical quality about them. To most
students, they simply appear on reading lists
and bookstore shelves, evoking little interest
in how such works came to be written or
published. Researchers and instructors may
be more appreciative of the value of this
material, but they, too, tend to treat
textbooks as found treasures, rather than
something they might want to produce for
themselves.
    And no wonder. In technical fields such as
science, medicine, and engineering, the
creation of a textbook poses a daunting
challenge. It demands that the writer be
authoritative, while distilling the current state
of knowledge on a given topic in the most
comprehensive possible way. Years of effort
may result in producing pages that are, for
many people, either dense and difficult to
read or, perhaps, the key to helping them
understand a complex subject.
    Yet sometimes these books emerge from an
overwhelming sense of need, as in the case of
Dr. Walter Hendelman, adjunct professor in
the Department of Cellular and Molecular
Medicine [at the University of Ottawa].
    “It was my frustration as a teacher not
having something which I thought would help
the students,” he says, referring to his own
inspiration to create a textbook outlining the
most intricate details of brain anatomy. “I
found the books available were beyond the
student trying to grasp a difficult and
conceptual subject matter—the human
brain—for the first time.”
    That was in the late 1980s. More recently,
he has spent the last two years revising the
third edition of his work, Atlas of Functional
Neuroanatomy. The book sells for about $80,
and he knows there are only a handful of
them that have been purchased by the
students in the Faculty of Medicine.
    Nevertheless, Hendelman’s book does
serve a useful purpose for more than 130
students, who are expected to take a course

in this subject. His work pairs hundreds of
detailed images and textual descriptions, with an
accompanying CD-ROM to view the content in a
more interactive way. Occasionally, he hears from
students thanking him for making the subject
matter accessible to them.
    “Sometimes I’ll get an appreciative e-mail that
comes from goodness knows where,” he says,
noting that most of the feedback stops there.
Textbooks like his are generally published with
little or no fanfare, finding their way in small
numbers into courses across North America and
beyond, with few people ever realizing how far
the book has traveled or the scholarly recognition
it affords the University.
    “In the university millstream, people who
write textbooks may receive scant credit or
exposure for what they’ve accomplished,” says
Hendelman.
    Nor, he adds, are textbooks written only for
this goal. But, like other aspects of the teaching
process, they require time that could be spent on
other aspects of one’s academic career, such as
conducting research and producing peer-reviewed
papers.
    He suggests it would be worth finding a way
to promote this scholarly activity that yields a
concrete product with a valuable educational role.
Hendelman applauds the University medical
bookstore for establishing a shelf to showcase
works by faculty members, for example, and he
suggests that various buildings on campus could
readily accommodate similar displays for
everyone on campus to see.
    His view is echoed by Aline Germain-
Rutherford, director of the Centre for University
Teaching. She points out that a senatorial
subcommittee has been restructured in order to
examine precisely this kind of issue.
“We are looking at the complete products of
teaching, and one of those products is a text-
book,” she says.
    According to Germain-Rutherford, just as
Hendelman’s textbook now employs information
technology that has emerged since he first began
writing in the late 1980s, such evolution is bound
to continue. Future generations of course
textbooks may have more in common with

    Mathematics author Don Collins and
communications author Mary Kay
Switzer have been elected to the TAA
Council. This will be Collins’ second term
on the TAA Council. A former managing
editor of mathematics at Merrill Publish-
ing (now Glencoe Publishing), and the
author of seven school mathematics
textbooks, Collins hopes to offer a unique
contribution.
    Mary Kay Switzer has been an active
member of TAA as a former Council
member and Council secretary, and served

Dr. Walter Hendelman, adjunct
professor in the Department of
Cellular and Molecular Medicine
at the University of Ottawa, and
author of Atlas of Functional
Neuroanatomy, says most text-
book authors receive little credit
for what they’ve accomplished.

Best university textbooks are like undiscovered treasures

today’s interactive video games than they do
with traditional books.
    “It’s paradoxical,” she concludes. “Text-
books are more and more recognized in the
career of a teacher, because we do value
teaching more in our universities. But at the
same time, the textbook has to change its form,
has to change its role in the classroom, and
should not be the main resource.”

This article originally appeared in the April 6,
2006 issue of the Gazette, a publication of the
University of Ottawa. It is being reprinted with
permission.

Collins, Switzer elected to TAA Council
as chair of the TAA Convention in 1997. “I
appreciate being elected to the Council,”
said Switzer. “I am looking forward to a
productive future for TAA. Please send me
any concerns or topics which you think the
Council should consider:
mkswitzer@csupomona.edu.”
    TAA Council members serve three-year
terms. Collins and Switzer will begin their
terms at the July TAA Council meeting,
being held the day before the association’s
annual convention in Orlando, Florida.

AUTHORS WANTED

You’ve got a terrific book idea.
We’ve got the expertise

to make it happen.

Contact us:
www.novuspublishing.com

Call toll free:
1.866.616.6887 (1.866.61.NOVUS)

Novus Publishing provides custom and
peer-reviewed products and services to

academic, B2B, non-profit, and trade markets.
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Textbook pricing . Tom Laichas, co-editor
of World History Connected
(www.worldhistoryconnected.org), and world
history teacher at the Crossroads School in
Santa Monica, California, examines the price of
textbooks and offers some solutions (a favorite
of TAA•s: •Don•t resell examination copies. If
cost is a moral issue, putting exam copies on
the market earns the seller a long visit to one of
the warm middle levels of Dante•s hell.Ž), in his
online essay, •ŽOn My Desk: Why are
textbooks so expensive?Ž Read the full article at
http://worldhistoryconnected.press.uiuc.edu/3.2/
laichas.html

Gift memberships.  TAA member Jay
Pasachoff gave a gift membership to Magnus
Bernhardsson. TAA Executive Director Richard
Hull gave a gift membership to Robert
Ginsberg. TAA member Myrna Bell Rochester
gave a gift membership to Eileen M. Angelini.
TAA member Jay Withgott gave a gift
membership to Siri Carpenter and Anne
Houtman. TAA member Roger Flynn gave a
gift membership to Prashant Krishnamurthy.
TAA member Al Shenk gave gift memberships
to Jorge Calvo and James Coykendall. TAA
member Steven Krantz gave a gift membership
to Harold R. Parks. TAA member Thomas
Hungerford gave a gift membership to John
Holcomb. Thank you Richard, Myrna, Jay,
Roger, Al, Steven, and Thomas and welcome
Eileen, Siri, Anne, Prashant, Jorge, James,

Harold and John! Consider giving a gift membership
to someone you think would benefit from TAA by
filling out the gift membership portion on your
member renewal form or by calling Janet Tucker,
office manager at (727) 563-0020 or
TEXT@tampabay.rr.com

Member gifts. TAA thanks members Robert
Christopherson, David Ellenbogen, John M.
Ivancevich, Fred Kleiner and Andrew S. Tanenbaum
for making contributions to TAA above their normal
membership dues.

TAAF Contributions.  TAA members Fred
Kleiner and Julia Lobur made contributions to the
TAA Foundation. Thank you both!

Staff photos.  Want to know who you•ve been
conversing with by phone and e-mail all these years?
Check out the new staff photos added to the Staff
Directory page on the TAA website:
www.taaonline.net/staff/index.html

TAA favorites.  The Western New England
Editorial Freelancers• Network, an association of
self-employed professionals who work with words,
lists the TAA website as one of its favorite websites
under •Current Issues in EditingŽ
www.editorsplus.com/favorite_web_sites.html

Education reform.  To help lay the groundwork
for reforming California•s faltering school system,
more than 30 researchers nationwide have launched
the largest independent investigation ever of how the
state governs and finances education. Stanford

Associate Professor of Education Susanna
Loeb, an economist, is leading the $2.6
million effort, titled, •Getting Down to
Facts: A Research Project to Inform
Solutions to California•s Education
Problems.• •Much of the research on
school finance is driven by litigation,•
Loeb said. •This effort stands out in its
depth and breadth, but also because it is
independent and nonpartisan. The
consensus is that there has to be some
sort of change. We hope that the results of
these studies can help to carve out
common ground for discussions that can
lead to effective change in school finance
and governance in California.• For more,
visit the TAA website:
www.taaonline.net/news/index.html

Publishing deal? TAA Member
Stuart Leigh, executive director of Real
World Productions, needs some help in
understanding the critical aspects of
structuring an educational publishing deal
in the Philippines: •I need immediate help
in understanding pricing models for US
publishers selling to governmental
education departments (in this case
Southeast Asian governments, but any
overseas or even US models would help).
I am the copyright holder and now the
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