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Textbook research benefits students

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: JOHN WAKEFIELD

TAA President John Wakefield
talks about his recent trip to
Santiago, Chile.
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TAA awards seven Textys,
three McGuffeys

    Seven textbooks have been selected for 2006
Textbook Excellence Awards (Textys) and three
textbooks have been selected for 2006 William
Holmes McGuffey Awards (McGuffeys) in
2006, TAA announced.
    Two textbooks, Criminology, A Sociological
Approach, by Steve F. Barkan, and Criminal
Justice: Mainstream & Crosscurrents, by John
R. Fuller, tied for the college level humanities/
social sciences Texty. All the winners were
college level.
    The Texty winners:
•Steve F. Barkan, Criminology, A Sociological
Approach, (Pearson/Prentice Hall Publishing)
John R. Fuller, Criminal Justice: Mainstream
& Crosscurrents (Pearson Prentice Hall
Publishing)
•Karen Timberlake, Basic Chemistry
(Benjamin Cummings/Pearson Education)
Maureen Burton and Ray Lombra, The
Financial System and the Economy: Principles of
Money and Banking (Thomson/South-Western)
William Stallings, Computer Organization
and Architecture (Prentice-Hall)
•Barbara Waxer and Marsha Baum, Internet
Surf and Turf – Revealed: The Essential Guide
to Copyright, Fair Use, Finding Media,
(Thomson Course Technology)
•Dr. Laura Taalman, Integrated Calculus:
Calculus With Precalculus and Algebra
(Houghton Mifflin Company)
      The McGuffey winners:
•Thalia Dorwick, (and inactive authors: Marty
Knorre, Ana Maria Perez Girones, William
Glass, Hildebrando Villarreal) Puntos de
partida: An Invitation to Spanish, 7th edition
(McGraw-Hill Higher Education)
•Ron Larson, Bob Hostetler and Bruce
Edwards Calculus, 8th edition (Larson Texts,
Inc; Houghton Mifflin)
 •Ann McHoes, Understanding Operating
Systems, 4th edition (Thomson Course
Technology)
    The awards will be presented at the annual
TAA awards banquet July 7 in Orlando, Florida
during the TAA Convention. Each author,

    As president of TAA, I participated in
the International Seminar on Textbooks in
Santiago, Chile, April 19 to 21. The seminar
was organized by the Chilean Ministry of
Education, and scholars attended from
around the world, often through support of
their embassies. A grant from the U.S.
Department of State allowed me to present
two papers as president of TAA, but they
were reports rather than research papers.
Textbook researchers are active in Norway,
Australia, and other countries, but while
listening to several research-based presenta-
tions, none of which came from the United
States, I had to ask myself, “Why not US?”
    I mentioned to my audience at the last
session of the conference that they had
heard no research on textbooks from the
United States because, regrettably, US
universities do not fund textbook research.
The data that I was providing about
textbook usage was from two studies
conducted by the U.S. Department of
Education. This explanation was sufficient
to introduce the topic of my presentation
(textbook usage in U.S. history), but again,
it led me to wonder “why not us?”
    Probably my own experience seeking a
small, internal grant to evaluate a textbook
draft is a good point of departure for an
analysis of the problem. Some years ago, I
wanted to administer a standardized test in
the college subject and class for which I was
writing a textbook, and I went before the
university research committee with a
request for funding to pay for the test and
make revisions in the draft. My request was
politely denied because in general, textbooks
were not viewed as “a legitimate subject of
research” by my some of my peers. I
protested, and presented an appeal to the
committee in person, with a printout of
over 100 articles and papers listed by ERIC
as textbook research. My appeal was
denied. Textbooks might be a subject of
legitimate research, it was conceded, but
universities should not financially support
it. Perhaps, I was told, I could apply to the
publisher for funds to support my project,
since the publisher and I would be the
primary beneficiaries.
    Really? What happened to the students?
I dropped the issue, just as others have
probably done when faced with a consensus
opposed to a proposal. Today, the situation
is unchanged in the United States. I believe
that the real reason that universities do not

fund textbook research has to do with the
question: “To whose advantage is it?” The
assumption that textbook research only
benefits publishers and authors is a false
one, however, because it also benefits
students and society. We should not shy
away from this moral question; we should
embrace it and explore it more thoroughly
than those who are opposed to funding
textbook research. Funded textbook research
is not done here in the United States, but if
we look around us, we’ll see that it is being
done elsewhere, because other countries
have recognized that quality textbooks
benefit students and society, not just
publishers and authors.
    As president of TAA, my plan is to
respond in two ways. One is to help us
become more aware of textbook research.
Beginning this fall, I plan to review books
for The Academic Author that offer research-
based suggestions for textbook develop-
ment. My plan is to begin with a U.S. book
(with a U.K. publisher), Textbooks for
learning, by Chambliss and Calfee, a review
copy of which sits on my desk. This 1998
book proposed significant reforms to the
textbook development process at least in
part based on what educational psycholo-
gists have discovered about how children
learn. I also want to review international
perspectives on textbook research. Norway
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    I am now on the eve of the start of my
tenth month in this position, and have begun
to collect my thoughts for our next newslet-
ter. It has been an extraordinary year for me,
with a big growth curve, simultaneously
learning what TAA is and trying to make it
realize its potential even better.
    I•d like to summarize some of the things
I•ve tried …… we•ve tried …… this year, and
invite readers to give some feedback on how
successful those efforts have been.
    First off, one of my problems as a new
member was knowing what the organization
was really about: what were its issues, its
passions, its stumbles, its shining achieve-
ments, who had been its founders, its
leaders, its inspirational and inspired
employees. There is enough of the historian
in me to suspect that I needed a bigger dose
of its history than what a passing conversa-
tion with this or that staff or Council
member might disclose. So I turned to the
newsletters: originally titled, TAA Report,
more recently named The Academic Author.
But I really had to scrounge to find copies of
all the back issues, and ended up contacting a
number of the long-term members to borrow
their copies. Then the question was, how to
make them available to others who might
want to see what had happened over the
years. The result is our archive, in the
member•s area of the website, where all (I
think!) past issues can be read with the help
of an issue-by-issue table of contents
(created by Tammy Seidick, our web person,
who found time to put all of that up on our
website while involved in another productive
effort that resulted in the birth last week of
her son, Daniel Edward Seidick! Congratula-
tions, Tammy! Welcome, Daniel Edward!)
    The big issue that the Council handed me
at the outset was stabilizing and building
membership. Membership in TAA is crucial
to its financial health. We are able to apply
for a portion of reprographic funds, chiefly
from European nations, that result from
copying of copyrighted material by foreign
scholars. Our portion is determined by the
number of our members, divided between
textbook authors and authors of other
academic materials. Tara Gray, known to
many of you as the wonderful writing
workshop leader whose •Publish and
FlourishŽ workshop inspires so many of us
to regular, daily writing and increased
productivity, routinely includes membership
in TAA for her workshop participants.
While you might think this is solely for
TAA•s benefit, in fact it constitutes her
commitment to your continued success, by
giving you access to the members• portal of
our website and to the other services TAA
offers its members.

    What are those services? Truly an
incredible list! With TAA you can get free
advice on negotiating a book contract. You
can be steered to expert royalty statement
auditing should you have suspicions about
the honesty of your publisher. You can find
workshops on topics ranging from tax tips
for authors to nurturing author/publisher
relations to planning your revised edition
while the first edition is still in press, to
utilizing technology to widen your options
for publishing. You have access to a first-
rate annual convention, held in an interesting
city with many attractions for your family.
If you have to initiate a lawsuit to defend
your copyright, TAA may even make you a
loan to help cover your expenses.
    One new service that TAA is offering is
weblogs, for members and anyone, where
questions can be asked and answered about
writing issues. A most interesting thread
that spontaneously emerged this year was
whether an author ought to incorporate: the
tax pros and cons of becoming a corpora-
tion. Another theme that seems to be a
perennial one is writer•s block: dealing with
the (hopefully temporary) problem of being
unable to get words to flow onto the paper.
And a third issue that seems to have
sparked a bit of interest is the possibility of
TAA audio materials, called Podcasts, being
made available on topics such as copyright
issues and other subjects covered in our
annual conventions, even refresher
workshops.
    Are you having trouble getting that
manuscript just right for a potential
publisher? Consider hiring one of our
advertisers who does copy editing for a
modest fee. Can•t get a publisher to notice
your manuscript? Consider one of our
advertising literary agents. These individuals
give enormous amounts of advice in the
hopes that you will find them useful
extensions of your own creative prowess.
    That is all very well, but why would you
want to remain a member after your initial
membership expires? That is a key
question, about which I have pondered
many hours. Curiosity about the organiza-
tion aside, why should anyone remain in it?
    Put this way, we are prompted to look
for, and to create, reasons for your staying.
    Foremost, TAA is a professional
development organization, offering the
opportunity to consult with others who
have •been thereŽ on the many writing
projects that constitute and complicate
professional academic life. How do you turn
a graduate (or even undergraduate) term

paper into a publishable article? What is the
difference between writing as a student (hint: you
are trying to show something about yourself) and
as an academic (second hint: you are trying to
show something about your subject)? How do
you complete a big project like a dissertation,
defending in accordance with a schedule that is
imposed by the job market? How do you
compose a compelling case for being hired?
Promoted? Tenured? How do you divide up a
dissertation into a series of articles? Should you?
How do you deal with seemingly dismissive and
devastating criticism by a journal reviewer or
editor? How do you •readŽ an editor•s comments
to get at what is valuable advice? What are editors
looking for? What distinguishes those 10, 15- or
20 percent of submissions that are published from
the rest that are not? How do you write a grant
that falls into the fundable category, predictably
and reliably?
    We have come to the conclusion that one
important service TAA can offer to its first-year
members is an opportunity for a follow-up
workshop that allows them to revisit these kinds
of questions with another experienced presenter,
and we will soon be writing to schools where Tara
Gray•s workshops have been presented in
preceding months to offer a second workshop that
draws and builds on the experiences her Publish
and Flourish workshop have evoked. Robert
Ginsberg, author of some 200 articles, author and
editor of over 30 books, and long-time editor of
journals and book series, will be offering the new
workshop.
    But in addition to that follow-up workshop, we
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