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Tippens: Meeting
asuccess

The chair of Text and Academic Authors
1999 convention. Paul Tippens, called the
convention “a resounding success.” Tippens
said the convention, at Park City. Utah,
achieved much more than he had dreamed of
in the beginning of his tenure as chairman.

“As [ planned this year’s convention, |
received e-mails and phone calls from as far
away as Australia and Japan,” said
Tippens. “The program, the topics. and the
wealth of information gave us much needed
press and demonstrated once again the value
of our organization to its membership. As a
physicist. author and university professor
of many vears. 1 can truthfully say 1've
never been a part of a more responsive and
valuable organization. Itis truly great to
participate and to interact with such
creative and wonderful people.™

The convention was June 24-25,
preceded by two days of workshops and
leadership meetings. The theme: “lt’s a
Different World Out There: Authors and
Publishing in the New Millennium.”

Tippens called the convention a “feast™
of practical knowledge and information for
the new millennium. “It is indeed a
“different world out there.” and our
presenters and panelists demonstrated that
fact clearly to all who were present.” he
said. “We were constantly bombarded with
the innovations required to deal effectively
with the advent of digitized materials,
CD-ROMs, the Internet, electronic books,
ete.”

Tippens said he was particulary
interested in gathering four groups together
to work toward a more common under-
standing of the many problems facing
authors today. including: publishers,
booksellers, the Copyright Clearance
Center, and authors. ’
Digested from a complete article at:
taa. winona.msus.edu/taa/ARTICLES/99/
07ul/07 10convrpt. html

2000 TAA Convention
New Orleans,
June 21-24

TAA's 2000 convention will be
held in the Big Easy. New Orleans
at Le Pavillion Hotel June 21-24.
Le Pavillion was the site of the
1993 TAA convention, and yes,
tuxedoed waiters still serve peanut-
butter sandwiches on silver trays
at 11 nightly. Rooms will be $99.

NOTABLE AUTHOR: KAREN MORRIS

Forming foundation for learning a discipline

By Kim Pawlak

Karen Morris loves her job. All four of
them. She is a part-time Brighton Town
justice: a professor at Monroe Community
College in Rochester, New York: an attorney in
private practice: and has written two text-
books, instructional software and numerous
editorials and articles. Morris enjoys the
challenge in allocating her time properly.
"What really works for me is a combo of them
all," she said. "I would not be happy doing any
one alone."

Teaching, Morris said. is stimulating both
intellectually and socially. "I really like
working with students.”" she said. "They help
me see the material fresh every year.” The
Jjudgeship, she said. is intellectual. "You look at
the law a different way as a judge than as a
lawyer. As a lawyer you're an advocate, as a
judge you step back from advocacy and vour
role is to look at law objectively. It's a different
way of utilizing rules and statutes."

She enjoys being a lawyer too: "Lawyers
have to be very clever. They have to keep up
with new twists on the law and use the law
relatively.” She also enjoys the research and
writing aspects and dealing with lots of
people.

Morris likes to know that people are
learning based on her words. "My textbooks
form a foundation for learning about a '
discipline,” she said. "After dealing with lots
of people (in my other jobs), it's nice to just
sit at my computer -- just me, my computer
and my writing." Morris writes year-round but
finds summer the best. She needs at least an
hour to get into the writing. Anything less than
that she says is wasted time. "[ push every-
thing else aside when [ write," she said. She
prefers to write later in the day and evening
during the week and mornings and afternoons
on weekends. When she's finally finished with
a project. she sees it as a major accomplish-
ment. "With my first text, | took a picture of
myself handing the FedEx guy the first copy
of the manuscript."

She wrote the fifth edition of Hotel,
Restaurant & Travel Law in 1998 and New
York State Cases in Business Law, a textbook
supplement in 1991. She has also written an
instructional software program called "You Be
The Judge!" in 1992 and various editorials and
articles on topics such as the selection of
supreme court justices, sexual harassment,
free speech, privacy and domestic violence.
She also produced a video presentation on
shoplifting called "Shoplifting From Legal,
Management and Retailing Perspectives."

To new authors, Morris gives this advice:

Taking over as TAA's new presi-
dent, Karen Morris has added a
new job to her list of jobs which
include part-time judge, profes-
sor, attorney and writer.

Make sure you're serious about the pursuit of
writing a textbook, make sure it is a priority
and be amember of Text and Academic
Authors. "The networking and advice of other
members has helped me tremendously," she
said. Morris recently took over as president
of Text and Academic Authors. She will serve
for a year.

Morris received a juris doctor degree from
St. John's University in 1975 and a master's
of law from New York University in 1980.
She has been a Brighton Town justice for six
years, a professor at Monroe Community
College for 20 years. and an attorney for 24
years.

In her spare time, she participates in the
Big Brothers, Big Sisters program in Roches-
ter, New York. She said she takes her role as a
big sister very seriously. "My 'little sister' is a
priority for me." she said.

Morris also coaches soccer for 8- to 9-
year-olds. "We were undefeated this year.,"
she says proudly. When she's not working or
volunteering, Morris enjoys roller blading.
biking. running and reading. Dean Koontz is
her favorite author.

Digested from a complete artilcle at:
taa.winona.msus.edw/TAA/NOTABLE/
morris.html
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Attorney: Mergers can be devastating to authors

Mergers are very much a par of people's
lives, said authoring lawwver Michae! Lennia
during a TAA convention panel on mega-
mergers in Park City, Ultab June 23, There
were 12,000 mergers in V998, he sazl, up from
5000 in 990, Those figures don't just include
the publizhing industry. said Lennie, but
publishers are leading the charge

I deal wilh a Lot of authors tacing mergers,”
Lennic said. "They can be devastating for
then" He said the 105, Justice Deparmment's
angi-trust division is asleep when it comes 1o
this 12aue " They are leerally averwhelmed
with mergers and huve only a Nxed number of

arivrneys o deal with them." Bu, said Lennie.

there is good news: "Authoring organizalions
arc getting through o the Justice Department
and with your assistance we can do more.”

Lennic said mega-mergers afteer the
publishing indusery by:

* CHlering fewer choices for schools und
colleges.

* Raising the price of lexibooks. Pewer
publishers, he said, create fewer choives, more
af & muenopedy and higher prices.

* Crealing poor services.

* Reducing cmploves moral und dedicalion
tor the publisher, and io tarn, to the author,
Faerybody s unsetlled, unsure, said Lennie,
not knowing whether they will remain with
the company atter the merger.

Megn-mergers affeet authors, said Lennie,
by giving them:

* Tess harpaining power on conircls

* Lower rovvallies

* 1.ess control over conten)

The good news. said Lenmie. is that mega-
merTgersare creating more and mere small
publishers. Today, eight outof 10 jobs come
trom small bygsinesses, " A monopoly on the
top side raises opporunitics oo the botlam
side.” he said.

I voware involved in a merger, said
Lenmie, vou should have vour publisher
ANSWET these L"IJ':S“.\"”.N.

* [s vour bonok poimg o be published by
the new puhlisher!

= Will it be published on time? This is
critical, he said: "Mosl hooks anly have a
window vear. Authors can't aitord a vear
delay. Thetr chict competitor will have free
reipn Lo pick up their adoprers ™

* Will your book be supported by sales
slall?

* Wil vour ook be adequately sup-
porled by complimentary coples?

* What is the future of vour book?

Phe terms of vour contract are not ot
much help to you m o merger, said 1ennie,
"There iz an appalling number af authors
who don't get assistanue in nepofating their
cantraces,” he said. "There 15 nothing ma
standard author's contract thal is favorable
tor the author,” Authors invelved ina merger
should, he said:

* Negotiate a new contract that has
provisians with regarad L the repeat clause
and reversions

* Investigate whether your heok will be
published alter the merger. "IFi1 will he, decide
carly on e endear yourselt o your new edito
and department hewl,” he said. "1 10 won't, do
what yvou can to gel your rights hack.”

* |sok at hoth companics: Where ans the
compeling titles? Do you have aniche that
serves anather market? Are lbey huving vour
company becawse of vour diseipline or is vour
pook from u Iringe discipline? Whis is going 1o
comntrel the merger? Are you a big or small fish"

* hake the decision Lo stay or gel vour
rights back. "With Gewer publishers available,
that is & momentows decision.” Lennie said "Da
nol decide lghtlv, Shew (he worth of vour
book. Convince them to keep o and market if
aditterent audience "

* (ict vour company 1o aprec thal they have
ohligations o you and the merged company has
tor have the same contractual obligatoans, "The
bad news 15, contraces dor't have much power
ter o that,” he said, "You want to convines:
vinrr publisher that they bave o duty 1o place
viour with o publisher that can successiulix
publish your boak "

* I all else Gails, pet vour rights back " Your
publisher publishes, You write, I they don't
publish, gel your rights hack." he said. "You're
entitled to them, G the plaes, inventory,
evervthing back. Tell them 'Y ou've coused me
damage. Now give me the wols o cepair i
Tera wineuns msus e D ALA RPN LESBE06 n.
e sfearie himl

Member needs. To make the budget
approved by TAA's poverning board, the
asanciation will ned 1o grow Ty 4400
members, said TAA Council metmber Paul
Roseneweip. Rosenzweig. a rovalty auditor,
based the goal on the record $202_700
association budget for the coming fiscal
year. Janel Tucker, office manager dr TAA
headguarters, said membership had reached
727 in Junc. a 3.2 peroent increase from
Tanuury . Tucker said 1AM workshops
attracted 123 new members, but attrilion
had been high,

Leaving 20th century. The TaA
convention at Park City was the ussocia-
tion's last annual meeting of the 20th
century, oulyoing President Pegpy Sranficld
said, Stanfield told members that the
century had been good 1o TAA "We moved
forward from a trailer house in Crmange
Springs to the University of South Florida
i one decade,” she said. "Along the way we
improved communication through aur web
site and regular newsleters. We have
become analivnally recognized voice for

duthors engaged in the serious business

of educating our yoeuth, We have promaoted
authors' inlerests and spoken out o profe)
thear rights inall mediums of expression "
Stanficld's term eapired with the start of the
Park Ciy convenlion,

Fellows selection. a4 will invile as
many as twi Council of Fellows honarees to
serve on Tuture Fellows nomination
commitiees, the TAA Council decided. On
NEXT vear's commitles so lar are President-
elect Peggy Stanficld, Fellow Mike Sulliven
and President Karen Maorris, To velunteer o
serve, please contact Karen Morris ol 716-
256-01600 or judgekareniganl. com. or TAA
headguarters at T27-533-1193 o
tacerbavfloasiisiot wsled

Mew deadline. 1he TAA Council
decided o make four 2ramts-m-aid awards o
FA00 each available for next vear w help
fund TAA members' research projects. In
previous years, TAA olfered live grants at
$400 each. Applications are due January 13,
Avwards will be announced March |
Recipients will receive the avward at the June
convention and will e reguired w present
their research findings at the following June

conventian, This year's grants-in-aid commillee
miembers: Karen Morris, peesident: Mare Koy
Swtzer, secretary: and JTay Black. Council
member.

Morway collections. TAA continues o
receive foreign repragraphic maney s from the
Morwegian agency Kopinor, said Ron Pyon,
TAA executive director, He said TAA will soon
receive moneys for 1998, perhaps S85 000, and
cxpeets TAA will continue to reccive moneys
i 1994, Pynn sand his goal is wosctup 4
datahase of TAA members by the genres i
which they write, for 4 mare precise measure
an hasw much TAA deserves from the comples
LLS, distribution formula, TAA now uses an
extrapolation model v estahlish its share

Attendance 54. The TAA Council,
disappainted ar Park City conventian
attendanee, decided that continued annual
conventions nonetheless are a valusble benzin
to members, Filts-tour anthors attended.
Convention numbers vary substantially from
yeur 10 year. [ was noted thal any
orgunisalion that has 10 percent of it members
at o national convention is doing well -- amil
I'AA is approaching that pereentage. Tay
Black, o formier convention program chair, said

The Academic Author isa digest of coverage on the Text and Academic Authors weh site (taa winona msus edu/TAA L Published by the Text and
Academic Authors Association Inc. Telephone: (7271 553-1195. Karen Morris, president. Ron Pyvnn, exeeutive director. John Vivian, edilor. Kim
Pawlak newsletter editor. Paola Wiczek, production editor, POSTMASTER: Send address chanpes to Text and Academie Authors, Universite of
South Florida, 140 Seventh Avenue South. St Petersburg F1L 33701
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Coalition should
choose CCC rep

A TAA leadership committee decided
against a Copyright Clearance Center
offer for the association to select a
member for the COC™s governing board.
Although TAA has long campaigned tor
author-elected representation on the
CCC board of directors, the TAA
committec concluded that representation
should be broad-based -- not just from
one authar zroup, or from author groups
that CCC chooses, or from author groups
that have CCC's favor at the moment,

The commiliee recommended to Karen
Morris, TAA president, that the Authors
Coalition, which represents |5 author
groups. including TAA. would be the
appropriate organization to choose
author members for the CCC board. Ever
since publishers founded the Copyright
Clearance Center, its publisher-domina-
ted hoard has itself selected authors for
the beard, never more than a token
mnority, sometimes as few as one anthor
on the 18-member board, occasionally
none. and never more than five. TAA has
complained that the self-perpeluating
CUC board lacks true author representa- -
linn -- & serious matter, in TAA's view,
becuuse the board sets policies for
distributing millions of dollars in copy-
right collections to authors.

The TAA ad-hoc leadership commit-
tec. meeting at the association’s annoual
convention, expressed concern that any
individual anthor organization that wenl
along with a CUC offer to ehoose author
representatives to the COC hoard could
underming Lhe fragile development ol'a
unificd ULE. authors” voice. The move
toward author unity 15 best embodied in
the Aunthors Coalition, committee
members said.

TAA ad-hoe committee members:
Steve Gillen, Council member; Ron
Pynn, executive director; Karen Morris,
president: Peggy Stanlield, president-
clect: Mike Sullivan, TAA repretentative
o Authors Coalition: and John Vivian,
past TAA representative to Authors
Coalition.,

CCC seeks authors for distributions

e manager of author and creator
relations for the Copyright Clearance Center
fold s audience ot'textand academic
aulhors that the COC"s sole goal and
ohjective 15 pulling maney mnto the hands of
rights-holders, "We are the middleman
between the user and the rights-halder,” said
Eoristen Gierdans in g presentation at the
[ext and Academic Authers convention in
I*ark City, Utah. June 25,

The CCC now has o dotabase ol 173
million titles and represents theusands
ol publishers, authors and creators.
Chinrdang said. The center lcense more
thun 9,600 17 5. carparations and subsidiar-
jes and more thun 3,500 umiversities. capy
shops. bookstores and document dealers. (OF
the 60 million collected last vear, 530
rellion was distributed o rghts-halders,
sad Ciiordano.

Chiordanoe asked TAA W help Ond more
authars whose rights have reverted back 1o
them,"Ivery author should contact the CCC
when their rights revert,” she satd. "We are
trying Lo [ind tradesauthor organizations we
can wark with e tind these authors "

For two vears, said Giordano, the C°0C
hias been trying t increase author reltions
hecanse they're aren't as strong as they
should ke, Her department. she said. 15
dedicated 1o addressing the needs of authors
and creators. COC™s dulies are 1o:

* Facilitme copyright complionce.

* Muximize returns of rovalties to
rights-Tndders.

* Represent all rights-holders,

* Expanud rovaliy appartanities for
rights-holders.

COC helps authors by

= Protecting intellectunl properts

* Eneouraging legal access o their
wiirks.

* Workmy fo return rovalties direetly to
authars,

* Warking in conjunction with authog
trace organisations (o best meel authores’
necds.

Criordano said while the Copyrizght
Clearance (enter now [xays author royalties
L publishers, which ther pay their authors.
CCC 15 working e encourape publishers
allow the CCC w pay authars directly. She
said o key initiative over the nest sis o eight

momnths is b get publishers to agree W da thes
“Some wiml the apporiunity o unlead this
function,” she sail "Some have said they would
ke more than happy e let the CCC do " For
now. they wanlt o encourage publishers to notily
authors when money comes W them from the
COC, "I extremely important [or authors o
hold the rghes to their work,” Giordang said. I
they did, then CCC could pay them directly and
pive them alist detailing the usage of their works.
"We now work with peopls who own their
rights.” she sail. “In the futore. iccould be just
authors the COC deals with." Since CCC canno
negotiate conirocts with an auther's publisher,
she said, it's important Far autbors o held oot
their rights and keep truck of their contracts,
The €O has four rovally generaling services:

* OO Photocopy Generating Use
Servives paper and on-linc rights.

* Media Imape Resource Alliance
Licenses vn-line stock photography.

* Mon-title specific distributions, Fuorvign
funds from Spain. the Netherlands and Germany
thant brosaght in $2.3 million in rovallies last vear

* Split payments. Favments on auther
rovuliies on behal i of pallizhers

I the last 18 meonths, the Copyright Clearance
Canler hus paicd S8&3HI0 in repatriated foreign
reprography maeness directly to 4300 authors.
includmg 15300 agademic amblesthaok authors,
The range of dollars vares widely Seme authors,
Criorlane said, have gotten as much as $17.000
hused om the wsage ot their marerial, while olhers
have gotten as little as 5200 A survey ol those
attending Giordano's presentation found gniy
ane persoin 1t che group ol 40-plus bad received
furils from CCC. Through his publisher, he
recerved 100

CGiierdano noted that the COC now distribunes
poly payments that are $240 or more. [ costs 522
to cul each check, she said. The %20 and under
funds arc pooled and pul inta the following
vear's poel for distribution

Authors who would like o register therr name
and warks with the CCC, should contact: Kristin
Girerrdana. Manager. Author and Crestor
Relations, Copyright Clearance Center, 222
Rosewood Dnive, Danvers, MA D1923 978751
B0 Lo register on-line: wew copegiin con
tact winoni. s e dw TAAARTICLES 2 AInin:
(i 2o grivaradtiano. himi

conventions have innumerable spin-ofl
henefits, including dialogue that spreads [rom
the convention 1o members natonwide
through (he TAA web site and newsletter.

TAA Journal? A committee will explore
the feasibility und value o a new an-line
schalarly journal sponsored by TAA. lohn
Wivian, TAA editor, tald the TAA Council
Lhat the association is producing at least four
first-class scholarly pleces a year. "Lhe
current web site and newsletler aren't
sufficient vehicles for these," Wivian said. [e
suggested a new, separate journal. Named to
the committee were Donna Besser, a Council
member; Kathy Heilenman. a former
presiden) and hibliographer; Karen Morris,

president: Ron Pynn. executive director:
Mike Sullivan, treasurer; and John
Wakefield, textbook schoalar, Yivian will
chair.

Campus rep. The I'AA zoverning
council voled 1o amend ils hylaws to permit
an ex-ofticio member oot the TAA Council
from the arganization’s host university,
which 15 now the TTniversity of South
Florida-S1. Petershurg. The member, who
will serve as a liaison between TAA and the
host mstitution, will be an ex-atficio
member with non-voting stalus. The new
Council member will be appointed by
TAA'S president upon recommendation by
the Council.

TAA budget. TAA's governing board tweaked
a 1992000 budgel proposal Tem Treasurer
Mike Sullivan and approved a recerd $202.700
spending prozram for the coming Dl year. The
bigpest item is paveall, $1T00.000. for the
[miversily of South Florida headguarters suaff
and the web site-newsletter sl Payrall will
jump 36 percent to cover the cost ol o new Sull-
time execulive directar and o improve TAA'S
news and mlormation services W members. Fhe
Avadenic Author pdget itselUis pegped at

42 00Ky, including pavroll. Thirty-thousand
dollars was designated Lo promisie

aulhoring. maostly through campus workshops
naticivwide. faa winong msuy. e 447
ARTHCTES D002 3 el hienl
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TAA poet gets passion-Net

Author Helen Hetghtsmun Gordon never
lets a T'AA convention pass by withuu a
paetry reading. Among her poems for the

Purk City convention was "Uietting ["assion-

Pot”

Come surf the Intermet with me:
We'll walk beside the Cyher C:
We'll hard drive through eternity
Metting nectar like a honey B

“We'll chat in rooms where we are [ree
['o be whatever we choose to B:
We'll stay awake il 2:00 or 3:00:
I'll play soft music on my [

'] weave my waw for thee

And come to vour web page to C;
Your by per creativity,

And swoon in vour hrtp:

With bytes of Apple or PC

We'll downlnad 2 good memorE:
If we get lost in cvberspace.

At least it's a ROM-antic place!

Fram "Lile, Love, and Laughter. "5 Helen

Hedpltsiman Gordon, 19239 AN rights resenved

YOUR INDEX TO TAA ONLINE NEWS

Visit TAA online for more valuable information on textbooks and academic
authoring at tas winona.msus.edu/taa Full versions af these stories, and more,
are available online,

Writing Tips: Can you use a PalmPilot to write a book?
taa winona.msus. eduw/TAA/COLUMNS silverman/palm. htmi

Panel generates contract advice
taa. winona. msus. edw/ TAAARTICLES/99/061un/062 5roleplay. himi

Attorney: Mergers can be devastating to authors
taa. winona. msus. edu/ TAA/ARTIC LES/99/06jun/062 5lennie. fitin!

Royalty reviewer: Future up in air for authors
taa. winona, msus, edw/ TAAARTICLES/99/00jun/(16 24rosenzweis html

CCC seeks authors for rights distributions
taa. winona. msus. eduw/ TAA/ARTIC LES/99/06jun/0624giordann. html

Uipdated regularly, usually daily, TAA s online newsletter offers archival
coverage of TAA business and news. If you don’t have access to the [niernet
you can reguest a mailed or faxed printout of full stories and features of the
anline newsletter from TAA headquarters al (727) 533-1193.




