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Poynter Institute 
serves writers 

The first morning of this year's TAA 
convention will be held at the Poynter 
Institute for Media Studies, a state-of-the-art 
"think and do" tank for authors, editors, 
photographers, designers, web-site develop 
ers, and others. 

With a staff of media researchers, 
ethicists, authors and editors, the Institute 
has much to offer anyone interested in the art 
and craft of journalism, but also writers who 
address scholarly audiences. "Good writing, 
good editing, good graphics, and good 
research are goals for all of us in TAA, so a 
visit to the Poynter Institute seems like a 
good use of TAA's time," said Jay Black, 
conference program chair. 

Two Poynter Institute staff members will 
present at TAA's convention: Associate 
Director and Senior Scholar Roy Peter Clark, 
on "The Marathon: Building and Maintaining 
Momentum," and Researcher and Archivist 
David Shedden, with his "Introduction to the. 
World Wide Web." "Roy Peter Clark, who i'n 
a former life was a highly successful English 
professor, has brought his passion for 
excellent writing to thousands of journalists 
and journalism students," Black said. "His 
insights into how all of us can develop a set 
of thought and work habits should prove to be 
an interesting session." 

Black also said that Shedden's introduc- 
tion to the web and to search strategies will 
offer something for all TAA members 
present, whether they have made extensive 
use of the Internet or are still writing on 
typewriters. "Even if we don't use these 
modem tools, we need to know what the 
competition's doing, and how huch easier it 
is to conduct research nowadays than it used 
to be," Black said. 

The Poynter Institute, housed in-: modem, 
artistic building across the street from the USF 
campus and the Salvadore Dali Maeum, 
offers journalism and the academic world 
workshops, seminars and research services 
in communications. 

To learn more about the Poynter Institute 
for Media Studies, visit their website: 
www.poynter.org 

TAA CONVENTION 

Make plans now to attend the 
1998 TAA Convention at St. 
Pete Beach, June 12-1 3. To 
register, call TAA headquarters 
at (81 3) 533-1 195 or use the 
enclosed registration form. 

Little bits add up 
Writing coach Roy Peter C'lark, who will 

address the TA;1 national convention in St. 
Petersburg June 12. feels writers are at their 
tnost productive whcn they pace themselves. 
Writing half an hour a da? generally is more 
producti~ c than taking a summer or sabbatical 
for a prc!ject: "7'he trick is to break it up into 
small units or pieces of' writing. I t  is for [nost 
people the biggest ~vriting prqject of their 
career. Like Ilon Murray says, 'a page a day 
equals a book a >ear'." 

C'lurk's presentation, "'l'he hhrathon: 
Building and Maintaining Momentum." \$ i l l  
focus on how \cri ters can de\.clop *ail>. 14 riting 
habits and explore strategic issucs on building 
momcntum for the lcriting marathon and 
greatly increasc producti\.ity. >,lost people 
can't run a marathon in onc daj. said Clark. 
but most people could get i t  doric in 52. 
Writing a book. he said. is a marathon. 

Clark is associate director and senior 
scholar at the Poynter Instilute in St. Peters- 
burg. a state-of-the-art think tank for authors. 
editors. website developers and others. As 
Director of National Writer's Workshops, he is 
the author of Free to Wi-ire. .4 Journaiist 
Teaches Young I#'riters, co-author of Coaching 
kI'riters. Editors mzd Reporters Il'orkrrtg 
7'ogether, and author of two serial narratives, 
''Three Little Words" and "Sadie's King." He 

I is also editor of the Poynfer Papers. and 
former editor of Best !Ven~spaper Writing. 

For more wiling tips by Clark. visit his web 1 

I Writing .lots of books 

Roy Peter Clark 

Writing coach Roy Peter Clark will 
discuss how writers can develop 
daily work patterns at the TAA 
convention June 12. Clark is 
associate director and senior 
scholar at the Poynter lnstitute for 
Media Studies. 

I page on Poy nter Online at www. poynter.org/ 
facultylfac-rpc. htm 

- 
Touted as the most prolific author in the 

- wortd with 750 books, religious author Dr. 
Jamb Neusner will tell participants at the 
TAA convention just how he did it. Ncusner 

- j  will kick offthe two-day convention in St. 
- Pe&xsburg Jiure 12 at the Poynter Institute 
. ' with his presentation, "How to Write tots of 
. B O Q ~ . * '  
-. - Naisner is a distinguished march - 

,- profasor of religious studies at-the UniversiQ 
- . - of Sduth -Flotida He is writer, editor, 

a contributor and translator of more than 750 
. books incldiitg: Telling Tdes: Making Sense- 
. of.Chtian a d  JyltdaJc Yomnse, A4rs' 

. . I~rodw@n to &ism: A Textbook and - 
RE?&, Stdying CImied Judaism: A Prime  

. and W d d  ReIigr~ru in America- An Inirduc-. 
tion. - 

He is the most published hummities scholar. 
- -  h-the world. With seven honorary doctorates 

and f m  d m i c  medals, he is among the 
most honoccd as well. 

~acob- Neusner 
~eligious author .lacob Newnsr is 
a dlstsnguishud ~ r c h  pref&sm 
of religious studies at the Univer- 

to mfts lob of books. And with 7% 
under his bl€, he rhauld kR6I1K 
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