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CHECKLIST FOR CONTRACT NEGOTIATION
1.

Preamble: definition of  “publisher” (sales to affiliated companies)

2.

Grant of Rights: what to grant/what to keep/use it or lose it

3.

Delivery of Manuscript:


Distinguish between “complete” and “final”


Illustrations/Art/Photographs/Diagrams/Charts 


Permissions: who pays/budget


Supplements: no open checkbooks

4.

Acceptance of Manuscript: improved notice provisions

5.

Publication Date: w/in ___ months or reversion of rights

6.

Advance: 
7.

Royalties:


Domestic rate (include U.S. possessions and territories and try for Canada)



Foreign sales



Special Sales



Trade Paperback



Mass Paperback



Sub-rights



Electronic Rights

8.

Accounting: frequency/information provided

9.

Audit Clause

10.

Author’s Warranties/Indemnities: limitations

11.

Editing: approval by Author if beyond copyediting

12.

Revisions (textbooks/how to books)

Author Right to Revise


Time to Revise


60%/30%/15%

13.

If Co-author need Collaboration Agreement

14.

Reversion of Rights Clause
15.

Out-of-Print Clause: illusory

16.

Competing Works (very important in textbooks/some NF)

17.

Assignments

18.

Applicable Law/Forum

19.

Arbitration Clause
20.

Miscellaneous:


Marketing Plan



Author Consent for All Licensing



Strike “and all media of expression now existing or as developed in the future”



Author Consent for Derivative Works



Copyright registration within 3 months
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