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T
he first M

ickey M
ouse cartoon

produced 
that 

included
synchronized 

sound. 
A

nother
M

ickey M
ouse production, “Plane

C
razy”, w

as show
n first in M

ay of
1928, but as a silent film

.
T

o test the audience acceptance
of picture together w

ith sound,
W

alt D
isney gathered the wives and

friends into a screening room
 and

attem
pted to play the film

 with live
sound from

 an adjoining room
.

A
s W

alt D
isney recalled:

“
A

 couple of boys could read m
usic and one of them

could play a m
outh organ. W

e put them
 in a room

 w
here they

could not see the screen and arranged to pipe their sound into
the room

 w
here our w

ives and friends w
ere going to see the

picture. T
he boys w

orked from
 m

usic and sound effects score.
A

fter several false starts, sound and action got off w
ith the

gun. T
he m

outh organist played the tune, the rest of us in the
sound departm

ent blam
ed tin pans and blew

 slide w
histles in

the beat. T
he synchronism

 w
as pretty close.

T
he effect on our little audience w

as nothing less than
electric. T

hey responded alm
ost instinctively to this union of

sound and m
otion. I thought they w

ere kidding m
e. So they

put m
e in the audience and ran the action again. It w

as
terrible, but it w

as w
onderful! A

nd it w
as som

ething new
!”


