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W
alt D

isney is given the credit for the great
anim

ation success. H
ow

ever his older brother,
R

oy w
as involved in the project from

 the very
beginning. O

n W
alt’s death in 1966, it w

as R
oy,

w
ho had been P

resident of the com
pany, w

ho

took the reigns as C
hairm

an.  Later, R
oy’s son

R
oy E

. D
isney w

ould becom
e chairm

an.

H
ere, in 1958, it is R

oy w
ho signs yet

another m
ortgage.

1923 - W
alt D

isney and brother R
oy O

. D
isney open

D
isney B

rothers S
tudio in H

ollyw
ood.

1928 - “S
team

boat W
illie,” starring M

ickey M
ouse,

debuts at N
ew

 Y
ork’s C

olony T
heatre.

1937 - D
isney S

tudio produces its first feature film
,

“S
now

 W
hite and the S

even D
w

arfs.”
1940 - D

isney brothers take the com
pany public.

1955 - D
isneyland them

e park opens in A
naheim

.
1966 - W

alt D
isney dies. R

oy becom
es chairm

an.
1971 - W

alt D
isney W

orld them
e park opens in central

F
lorida. R

oy D
isney dies

1980 - R
on M

iller, W
alt D

isney’s son-in-law
, becom

es
president of the com

pany.
1982 - E

P
C

O
T

 C
enter them

e park opens in central
F

lorida.
1984 - R

oy E
. D

isney, W
alt’s nephew

 and son of R
oy

O
., resigns from

 the board to spearhead an effort to
prevent a corporate takeover. H

e is instrum
ental in

bringing M
ichael E

isner and F
rank W

ells to run the
com

pany, taking over from
 M

iller.
1984 - R

oy E
. D

isney nam
ed chairm

an of W
alt D

isney
A

nim
ation. T

okyo D
isneyland opens.

1986 - C
om

pany changes nam
e to T

he W
alt D

isney C
o.

1989 - C
om

pany launches D
isney-M

G
M

 S
tudios.

1991 - D
isney partners w

ith P
ixar A

nim
ation S

tudios to
produce com

puter-anim
ated film

s.
1992 - D

isneyland P
aris opens.

1995 - “T
oy S

tory,” the first film
 resulting from

 the
D

isney/P
ixar deal, opens and is a phenom

enal success.
1996 - C

om
pany acquires C

apital C
ities/A

B
C

, ow
ner of

the A
B

C
 television netw

ork.
2001 - D

ow
ntow

n D
isney and D

isney’s C
alifornia

A
dventure them

e park open in A
naheim

.
2003 - R

oy E
. D

isney and fellow
 board m

em
ber S

tanley
G

old resign and begin public cam
paign to oust E

isner,
saying the com

pany’s stock has underperform
ed under

him
 for nearly a decade.


